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You are invited to the POW/MIA Recognition Day Ceremony this Friday, Sept. 16, 2011. We hope to 
see you there.  Contact Linda Wondra, Walla Walla VA Medical Center’s Public Affairs Officer at 
(509) 525-5200, Ext. 22811 for more information or if you have any questions. Link to Walla Walla 
VA POW/MIA Announcement:   

http://www.wallawalla.va.gov/news/POW_MIA.asp 
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AMERICAN VETERANS—AMVETS 
A leader since 1944 in preserving the freedoms secured by America's Armed Forces, AMVETS provides, not only support for vet-
erans and the active military in procuring their earned entitlements, but also community services that enhance the quality of life 
for this nation's citizens.         AMVETS National: www.amvets.org  1-877-7AMVETS   

AMVETS Washington State: www.amvetswa.org                       AMVETS Walla Walla: www.amvets-wallawalla.org      

Chartered in the year 2000 

9-11-11 Observation in Downtown Walla Walla  
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Post Commander 

September has started off to be a busy month with the flags and fair pa-
rade to kickoff the month. I would like to thank Jim & Loraine Harting for 
the use of their jeep; it was a big hit in the parade.  If you were at the fair 
on Saturday you may have noticed some our members volunteering to 
drive shuttle golf cars around the grounds and if you happened to attend 
the rodeo on Sunday night you would have seen the American and military 
flags that our post loaned the rodeo for their annual recognition of veterans 
ceremony.   

We had Wheelin Walla Walla Weekend on the 10th and Patriot Day on 
9/11, and on the 16th will be POW/MIA Recognition Day with a ceremony 
at the Jonathan Wainwright VA Medical Center.  Thanks to everyone who 

helped put these programs together.   

Membership is something we can all work on.  If you need some applications please contact 
me.  Remember Life dues increase the first of the year.   

Look forward to seeing you all at the next post meeting on the 21st. 

Larry Cunnington, Post Commander     
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I’m Shayna Colunga & this is my story, in ‘02 I joined the Navy & loved the time 
I was able to spend as a sailor, however due to unfortunate circumstances I was 
injured and released with a general under honorable conditions in ‘03. At first I 
was very upset but I am a true believer everything happens for a reason and 
this was no different. A month after being home in I met the love of my life 
Pedro Colunga Jr, U.S. Army Soldier. We were married on Nov 15, 2003 in 
Walla Walla, WA. On Feb 24, 2004 Pedro was deployed to Iraq. This was one 
of the hardest days of my life I was in a new place with none of my friends or 
family with me I was lost and heartbroken especially as a newlywed.  At this 
point I decided to stop with the poor me and worry about what I could do to help 
my husband’s moral and make his deployment better and more enjoyable for 
the both of us. In March of ‘04 I start sending  care packages with snacks, pic-
tures, love letters and I noticed that it made him so happy which made me 
happy even if we were thousands of miles apart. He returned Oct. ‘04. I wish I 

could say it was the happiest time in life but I can’t it wasn’t easy adjusting to what he had seen and been 
through in Iraq; he had lost a very close friend. In March ‘05 we received wonderful news, we were having a 
baby. However the feeling was short lived per say since a few months later we were informed Pedro would be 
deploying to Iraq in May ‘06. In Oct ‘05 our son Camrin was born. This deployment would prove to be harder 
than the first one as we had a 7 month old son that I now had to raise alone. I decided that in Sept. I would 
start cosmetology school and start my career. My day started at 6 am and ended at 11pm every day for a little 
over a year. Pedro was due to come home in July ‘07 however, we received news that his unit was being ex-
tended and their 1 year tour had now become 18 months. Pedro returned Sept. 11, 2007 and our son was 
nearing his 2nd birthday. In Jan ‘08 we moved to Fort Gordon, GA and spent 3 consecutive non deployable 
years, I loved every minute of it. In March ‘09 we received wonderful news we were expecting our second 
child. In Nov. ‘09 our daughter Juliet was born. In May the Army assigned Pedro to Korea on an unaccompa-
nied tour for a year. In Dec ‘10 he was deployed for the 3rd time since we had been married and the 4th time in 
his 10 years of military service. I decided to visit my family in California and his family in Washington during 
this tour. In April ‘11 Pedro was about to take his mid tour leave and I was visiting his family in Walla Walla 
and Camrin was in preschool, his teacher asked if the Union Bulletin could do a small article on our surprise 
for our son. As we walked into the Pre-K building we were greeted by Jeff the photographer, as I walked into 
the classroom somehow Camrin only saw me and said, “Oh, it’s just my mom.” And went back to playing with 
the puzzle he was working on. I told him to look who I had brought with me, when he looked up and seen his 
daddy he lit up and ran across the room jumping over toys and around kids into his daddy’s arms. The next 
day the article printed in the U.B. and within 24 hours Pedro received a call from Norm Graybeal with the AM-
VETS Post 1111 asking to meet with him, Pedro agreed and met with Norm and Larry Cunnington for coffee 
at which time we were invited to our 1st AMVETS meeting at which we became members. Currently I am the 
1st Vice Commander/adjutant.  I am enjoying every minute knowing I am helping support our Veterans as well 
as our troops. I love helping others and giving back to my community as well as our soldiers and our fellow 
veterans.   See page 8 for more face pictures! 

Checklist for items needed for boxes for soldiers; please bring items to the next meeting 

Razors, Shaving cream, Tooth paste, Tooth brushes, Mouthwash. 

Nonperishable food items (beef jerky, chips, cereal bars, sunflower seeds, crackers, etc.)  

Bar bath soap, Combs, Sunscreen, Deodorant, Wash clothes. 

Reading materials (crosswords, word searches, books, etc.) 

Have a child make a thank you card or you may include a thank you letter for the box 

Powdered mixes for them to put in their waters (powerade, crystal light, teas, etc.) 

Really anything that you would like to contribute to a box would be wonderful. Please keep in mind that we 
still have to respect the culture overseas therefore we are not allowed to send ALCOHOLIC beverages or 
pork products.  *Also remember that we have both male and female soldiers as well deployed.   
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Post Finance Officer  

 Arnold Hoffarth  

AMVETS State Commander  

Donald Schack  

Photos courtesy of Linda Wondra 

Patriot Day  

September 11 2011 

Downtown  

Walla Walla 
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1 Star Brigadier General   
AmericanWest Bank  
Bogart, James  *        
Bowen, Francis-Claude  
Burkhart & Burkhart  LLC 
Charter Communications  
Clancy's Transfer & Storage 
Clarette’s  Restaurant Inc 
Crown Paper & Janitorial  spy  
Cummins Athletic Supply, Inc 
Downtown Walla Walla Fdn   
Edwards, George M. "Jock 
Eagle Springs Specialized Care 
Express Personnel Services 
Exchange Club of Walla Walla 
Fenton Stahl Gallery 
First Resources Medical Staff  
Forgeron Cellars     
Garrison Creek Lodge  
Golden West Estates 
Holiday Inn Express 
Inland-Saxum Printing   
Integrity Design & Copy   
Italian Heritage Association  
Jaquins,  Barry & Judy  * 
Jim Johnson & Co.        
Kenney  Farms 
Koncrete Industries  Inc 
Laht Neppur Ale House 
LeMaster & Daniels PLLC  
Linscott Wylie & Blize 
Misbehaven Spa & Salon 
Mountain Oil Company 
Neher, Dick & Marilyn  
Roe, Tom & Evelyn * 

We Salute These Walla Walla  American Flag Sponsors for  

their Support and Patriotism-Please Support our Sponsors 

Commander in Chief   
123 Printing 
Banner Bank 
Boy Scout Troop 305 
Harnett, Mel & Barbara * 
Land Title of WW County 
McDonald Zaring Insurance 
Minnick & Hayner 
Narum Concrete Const. 
Walla Walla Union Bulletin  
Wal-Mart Stores Inc.                                             

Chief of Staff   
Baker Boyer Bank 
Doyle Electric Inc 
Key Technology 
Lloyd's Inc. 
Martin’s Jewelers 
PacifiCorp 
Tallman’s Inc. 
Valley Vision Clinic P.S. 
Walla Walla Electric Inc  
WW  Aerie #26 Eagles  

5 Star General   
American Legion Post 32    
Coldwell Banker-1st Realtor 
Community Bank 
Cunnington, Larry & Tiny * 
Derby, Dean & Shari  
Falkenberg’s Jewelers 
Goodwill Industries  
Senator Hewitt,  Mike & Cory  
Nelson Irrigation Corp.   
Platt Electric Supply  
Reese, Baffney, Frol & Grossman   
Sturdevant, Audrey 
Stoneway Electric Supply  
Thompson & Kreitsberg   
Walla Walla’s Harvest Foods 
Zalaznik, Debora L CPA,   

4 Star General    
Bank of Whitman 
By Arrangement 
Cascade Natural Gas Corp    
Coffey Communications, Inc 
CH2M Hill OMI, Inc 
Green & Jackson Medical   
Les Schwab Tire Center  
Mahan, Loyd & Virginia  
Mike Harvey Plumbing Svc  
Nagle, Jim & Marilyn   
Northwest Collision Inc 
Oregon Trail Ranch LLC 
St. Mary Medical Center   
Walla Walla Clinic  
WW Sunrise Rotary Club 

3 Star Lt. General   
Atchison, Terry  * 
Baur, Joe 
Buley,  Linn  
Cascade Natural Gas Corp 
Gary’s Paint Center 
Killgrove, A.G. & Tracy  * 
Irwin, Jim & Shirley * 
Steppin Country  
Tompkins Appliance Service 
Total Office Concepts 
Paul Richardson Agency  
QualitySmith Inc 

2 Star Major General   
Associated Appraisers 
Bird, Steve * 
Bosley, Vern & Ellen * 
City Center Motel 
Collection Bureau 
Darrah’s Decorator Center 
Exchange Club of Walla Walla 
First Church of Christ, Scientist 
H & H Sports & Loan 
Harting,  Jim & Lorraine * 
Hoffarth, Arnil & Virginia * 
Lynch, Patrick & Louise  
McCaw, Jack & Laurette  
Michael Warren Agency 
Richmond, Pat  
Snyder-Crecelius Paper Inc 
Shelton, Dale & Doris * 
Software Planning  
VFW  Post #992  
WA State Penitentiary  
Employee Association 

1 Star Brigadier General   
Pontarolo's Office Products  
Postal Annex+ #397    
Product Marketing  “PMI”  
Renewal Center 
Robison, Jim & Jane  
Rotary Club of Walla Walla 
Schneider, Ed & Helen 
Siegel, Larry Attorney  
Sterling Savings Bank 
Sundberg, Richard J.  D.D.S.  
Sun Rental Center 
TV Towne Inc 
Utt, Thomas W.  DDS 
Tietan Dental Team 
The Clock Shop & Antique Co. 
The Purple Parasol Inc  
Torretta, Al & Dorothy 
Vargas & Associates, P.S 
Virtual In-House Counsel,   
Walla Walla Farmers Co-op 
Walla Walla Home Medical  Walla 
Walla Kennel Club  
Walla Walla Recycling Inc  
WW Valley Chamber of Com 
WA State Pen Employees Winn, 
Winn, Doug & Jo  
Winn, Robert D. 
World Wide Travel Service 
Wylie Monument Co 

 Patriot Sponsors 
Adams, Larry * 
Aichele Plumbing, Inc. 
Amavi Cellars 
Annabelle’s 
Barrett, James, Atty 
Baustian, Ed, Insurance 
Bayne, Doug & Karen * 
Best Pest Control 
Blue Mountain Vision Clinic 
Christian Aid Center 
Colligan Insurance Agency 
Cox Jones Insurance Agency  
Cresci, Gordon & June  
Crossroads Steakhouse 
D’Agostino, Gary & Elizabeth 
Dayl Graves Inc 
Dean Hoalst Jewelers 
Don Johnson Sales, Inc 
Flathers, David * 
FOE Ladies Auxiliary  #26 
Fort Walla Walla Museum 
Franzmann, Paul 
Eastgate Lions Club 
Gary, Walt & Margaret * 
Gillespie, Mike & Susan  
G.R. Stone & Company 
Hansen, Clark 
Harold Electric Co  
Herring Funeral Home Inc 
Hidden Treasures 
Home Loan Center 
Huntley, Dan & Claudia 
Isaacs & Associates Inc 
Jamison, Bob & Mary  
Jantz, Jerry & Beverly 
 

 Patriot Sponsors 
K-Farms, Inc. 
Liening, Nate & Dixie  
Luzzo, Michael 
Makus, Jerry M  
McCauley, Dan & Cathy  
McClure, Dan & Sarah 
Maiuri, Richard & Christa  
Munns, Charlotte 
Murr, Bruce * 
Olmstead, Charles & Rebecca  
Onionworld.com LLC 
Petersen, Gary 
Peterson, Jim & Carol  
Potter, Gail   
Quality Petroleum Products, Inc 
Radke, Robert Sr. * 
Rasch, Cynthia M.D. 
Roe, Tom & Evelyn * 
Savelesky, Melvin 
Schaefer Refrigeration 
Schreiner, Daryl & Connie 
Sharkey, Wm. Patrick D.M.D 
Shivill Construction  
Teske Automotive Services 
T-N-T Suds 
Tomlinson, Donald & Eleanor  
Total Comfort Solutions LLC 

2011 Contributors   
are shown in red. 

* AMVET Member 

Special thanks 

 to Walter’s Upholstery  

758 W Langdon Rd 

for repairs to   

Our  large flags  

and to TNT Suds 

929 S 2nd Ave 

 for cleaning  

The Flags  

Patriot Sponsors 
WW Downtown Lions Inc. 
WW Therapeutic Massage Ctr.   
WW Alliance for the Mentally Ill 
Walla Walla Wagon Wheelers  
Walter’s Upholstery 
Wesner, Dave & Penney 
Wild Rose Studio 
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Bataan Death March survivor dies at age 90 in Kennewick WA 
By Loretto J. Hulse, Herald staff writer 

KENNEWICK America lost another hero when James H. Bogart of Kennewick 
died last week. The Bataan Death March survivor is remembered as a man who 
was loyal to his family, friends, wartime companions and country. He died Aug. 
25." 

He never wanted to be called a hero," said granddaughter Jackie Mahren of Se-
attle. "He just wanted to be known as a survivor."She remembers her grandfa-
ther as someone who loved to tell a joke, loved to dance and loved to fish. He 
had so much fun and laughter, my memories of him are the greatest," Mahren 
said. "It was an honor knowing him. I'm very proud of my grandpa. I'll never let 
my children forget who he was. 

Bogart celebrated his 90th birthday in December last year with family and friends at the American 
Legion post in Pasco with jokes and war stories. He was born Dec. 16, 1920, in Pine River, Minn., 
and joined the Minnesota National Guard in 1940. The guard was nationalized the next year and be-
came the Army. Bogart, a staff sergeant with the 194th Tank Battalion, was deployed to the Philip-
pines as a radio technician. 

It was peacetime when Bogart arrived, but the bombing of Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941, was just 
months away. After the attack, he and his fellow soldiers fought the Japanese in the Philippines' 
Bataan Peninsula for three months before the order was given to surrender April 9, 1942. Bogart 
was one of the thousands of American and Filipino soldiers forced to march in the infamous and gru-
eling Bataan Death March in 1942. They marched for miles to prison camps.  

At his birthday party last year, Bogart told a Herald reporter how supplies ran low and then disap-
peared, how the Japanese killed anyone who fell down and couldn't march, how people starved to 
death and their bodies lined the way to a nearby cemetery.  When the order for surrender was 
signed, Bogart weighed 130 pounds. Two weeks later, he believed he weighed about 95 pounds and 
counted himself one of the lucky ones.  Bogart was one of about 700 American prisoners of war who 
survived being imprisoned at Camp Mukden in Manchuria (Japanese-controlled China) for three 
years.   He was liberated and returned to the United States in October 1945.  

In an email to the Herald, Richard Davis, captain of American Legion Post 34 Honor Guard in Pasco, 
wrote, "Jim was one of the last survivors of the Bataan Death March. Searching on the internet I 
found that two other survivors have passed in the month of August. I know a few years ago, there 
were less than a dozen of them still alive." 

Bogart married Hazel Meger and moved to Kennewick in 1950. She died May 
13, 2009.  He was a union carpenter and retired in 1982. Bogart had three chil-
dren -- the late Don Skinner, Barbara Bruegeman of Lewiston, Idaho, and Patty 
Head of Seattle. He had nine grandchildren and numerous great-grandchildren.  

Services, with military honors, will be 1 p.m. Saturday at Mueller's Tri-Cities Fu-
neral Home, 1401 S. Union St., Kennewick. In lieu of flowers, the family asks 
donations be made to Camp Patriot,   

      ************ 
Jim Bogart was a member of the original Wainwright Memorial Committee in 
1995-1996 when the Walla Walla VA was renamed and the Jonathan M. Wain-
wright statue was dedicated.  He was one of the charter members of AMVETS 
Post #1111 in 2000.  
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Post #1111 Current Membership 96 
Annual Members 15 / Life 81 
Annual Dues: $34.00 per year  

  Life Member: $200.00 

To be eligible for membership, you must have served in the U.S. Armed Forces, including the Na-
tional Guard and Reserves, anytime after Sept. 15, 1940.  Additionally, unless still serving, your dis-

charge must  have been under honorable conditions. If you served as an American citizen in the 
armed forces of an allied nation, under honorable conditions, between Sept. 15, 1940 and May 8, 

1975, you are also eligible, as are wartime members of the Merchant Marine. Proof of eligibility can 
take the form of a DD-214, an honorable  discharge certificate or other appropriate document. 

September Birthdays 

  

 Happy Birthday to these post members 
 

9 - Michael Dettmer  
12 - Jesse Moore 

16 - Robert Radke Jr. 
18 - Francis Bowen 
20 - Jack Preston 

28 - Jim Irwin 

January 2012  

1 New Years Day 

16 Martin Luther King Day (Downtown Flags) 

18  AMVETS Meeting—Pot luck dinner 6 pm  

September   

3  Fair Parade (Downtown Flags) 

5  Labor Day (Downtown Flags) 

11 Patriot Day (Downtown Flags) 
21 AMVETS Meeting—Pot luck dinner 6 pm   

Calendar for 2011 

October 

8 Italian Heritage Day  (WW Court House) 

10 Columbus Day (Downtown Flags) 

13 U.S. Navy (1775)  
19 AMVETS Meeting—Pot luck dinner 6 pm  
31 Halloween 

November 
6 Daylight Savings Time Ends 

11 Veterans Day (Downtown Flags) 
16 AMVETS Meeting—Pot luck dinner 6 pm  
24 Thanksgiving Day (Downtown Flags)  

December 
7 Pearl Harbor Remembrance (Downtown Flags) 
14 U.S. Army (1775) 
21 AMVETS Meeting—Christmas Dinner 
25 Christmas 

Downtown Flags will fly on the these Holidays   
  

POW/MIA Day September 16th 
Columbus Day October 10th 
Veterans Day November 11th 

 Membership Meeting  
 September 21, 2011 

Potluck Dinner 6:00 PM 
Meeting 7:00 PM 

Golden West Estates Community room 
1425 Jasper St  
Walla Walla WA      

February 2012 

8 Boy Scouts of America (1910) 

17 AMVETS Meeting  - Pot Luck 6 PM   

20 Presidents Day  (Downtown Flags)   

POW MIA Recognition Day   
Public invited 

You are invited to the POW/MIA Recognition Day 
Ceremony this Friday, Sept. 16, 2011. We hope to 
see you there.  Contact Linda Wondra, Walla Walla 
VA Medical Center’s Public Affairs Officer at (509) 
525-5200, Ext. 22811 for more information or if you 
have any questions. 
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We Salute the Colunga Family for their service to our country and their Patriotism.  

My big boy’s 1st day of kindergarten and he 
wants his daddy with him.    


