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1st Vice commander 

 February is here with Valentines Day and Presi-
dents day right around the corner.  Please come 
out to the Scout Recognition dinner at the post 
meeting Feb. 16th.  Mel Harnett will once again 
have his display of scouting treasures. It’s fun to 
see how things have changed.  We owe a big 
thank you to the scouts and their Leaders for all 
their hard work with the down town flags.  Thanks 
to one and all.   

Membership is looking good thus far, with a little 
more work we can continue to grow and prosper.     

Down Town Flags will fly on February 21st, President's Day.     

We are always looking for ways to serve our Veterans and our community, 
if you have any suggestions please let us know.   

Larry Cunnington 1st Vice  

525-1964 - 520-5372 cell  cunnington@charter.net 
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Post Commander 

On my Honor I will do my best….and that’s what the Boy Scouts can expect 
when we gather as a Post to honor them during AMVETS Post 1111 Scout 
Recognition Dinner February 16, 2011.  I recall the first time I attended an AM-
VETS Meeting.  The Post was hosting the annual dinner and my son and I 
were in attendance.  I was sold on AMVETS from that day on!  The impact of 
AMVETS efforts, AMVETS commitment toward the scouts and their parents 
should never be underestimated.  As an AMVET you are a role model for ser-
vice to Veterans and Our Community and the scouting youth in our community 
are stronger as a result.  Our Downtown Flags and Americanism Programs 
support the Boy Scouts of America’s commitment to train young people in citi-
zenship, service and leadership.  Indeed, let’s continue our efforts and lead 
the way for our scouts. 

    Scout Oath:  On my honor I will do my best 
            To do my duty to God and my country 
             and to obey the Scout Law;  
             To help other people at all times;  
            To keep myself physically strong,  
             mentally awake, and morally straight. 

Also, I had the pleasure on January 27, 2011 to present the 2009 National State Government 
Agency Employee of the Year Award to Mr. Steve Sinclair, Superintendent at the Washington State 
Penitentiary.  The Veterans Committee was there in attendance and you could feel the agencies 
commitment to supporting their Veteran employees.  Prior to the 
presentation they were recognizing Red Cross volunteers efforts in 
preparing care packages for deployed veterans and honoring one of 
their own who had just returned from deployment to Afghanistan.  It 
was a privilege to be present!  

 AMVETS POST #1111 
NEWSLETTER  

Published monthly for mem-
bers  

and  those who support  
American Veterans. 
Officers of the Post 

Commander   
    Steve Bird       938-4780 
1st Vice Commander 
    Larry Cunnington 525-1964  
2nd Vice Commander 
    Jacob Radke      525-8829 
Finance Officer 
    Arnil Hoffarth   522-2175  
Provost Marshall 
    Bob Radke Sr.    301-4861 
Judge Advocate 
    Jim Harting      382-4874 
Chaplain 
    Don Schack       525-5723 
Newsletter Editor 
    Jim Irwin        529-2411  
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Doug Bayne is a Charter, Life 
Member of Post #1111 join-
ing in May of 2000.    

From the Union Bulletin AMVETS  

IN THE NEWS  

Bob Chicken is a Charter Life  
Member of Post #1111 joining in  

May of 2000 

Mel Blue is a Life Member 
of Post #1111 joining in 

August of 2000 

February 8, 1910 marks the beginning of Boy Scouts of America and 
this month on our regular meeting night, February 16th, we will dis-
pense with our pot-luck and our regular meeting and enjoy a special 
dinner of spaghetti prepared by AMVETS officers and members. We 
will honor the Boy Scouts of Troop #305 and their leaders and parents 
for the special relationship that has developed though our patriotic 
downtown Walla Walla flag program.   

Pictured above is Bob and Carrie Chicken, long time scout leaders,  
at one of our past dinners honoring the scouts.   
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Charter-Life Member, Norman  Graybeal turned eighty at our last  meeting on January 20, 2011 
Norm has served as Post Commander and several other positions  since the post was formed.  
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1 Star Brigadier General   
Eagle Springs Specialized Care 
Express Personnel Services 
Exchange Club of Walla Walla 
Fenton Stahl Gallery 
First Resources Medical Staff  
Forgeron Cellars     
Garrison Creek Lodge  
Graves, Robert & Mary  
Golden West Estates 
Harting, Jim & Lorraine * 
Hoffarth, Arnil & Virginia  * 
Holiday Inn Express 
Inland-Saxum Printing   
Integrity Design & Copy   
Italian Heritage Association  
Irwin Mailing Services 
Jaquins,  Barry & Judy  * 
Jim Johnson & Co.        
Kelsay, William  
Kenney  Farms 
Killgrove, A.G. & Tracy   
Koncrete Industries  Inc 
LeMaster & Daniels PLLC   
Linscott Wylie & Blize 
McCaw, Jack & Laurette  
Michael Warren Agency 
Misbehaven Spa & Salon 
Mountain Oil Company 
Roe, Tom & Evelyn  
Pontarolo's Office Products  
Postal Annex+ #397    
Product Marketing  “PMI”    
Renewal Center 
Robison, Jim & Jane  
Rotary Club of Walla Walla 
Schneider, Ed & Helen 
Siegel, Larry Attorney  
Shelton, Dale & Doris 
Sterling Savings Bank 
Sundberg, Richard J.  D.D.S.  
Sun Rental Center 

We Salute These Walla Walla  American Flag Sponsors for  

their Support and Patriotism-Please Support our Sponsors 
2010 Contributors   

are shown in red 

Commander in Chief   
Banner Bank 
Harnett, Mel & Barbara * 
Land Title of WW County 
Minnick & Hayner 
Walla Walla Union Bulletin  
Wal-Mart Stores Inc.                                             

Chief of Staff   
123 Printing 
Baker Boyer Bank 
Doyle Electric Inc 
Lloyd's Inc. 
Martin’s Jewelers 
McDonald Zaring 
Narum Concrete Const. 
PacifiCorp 
Tallman’s Inc. 
Valley Vision Clinic P.S. 
WW  Aerie #26 Eagles  

5 Star General   
American Legion Post 32    
Coldwell Banker-1st Realtor 
Cunnington, Larry & Tiny *  
Falkenberg’s Jewelers 
Goodwill Industries  
Senator Hewitt,  Mike & Cory  
Key Technology 
Nelson Irrigation Corp.   
Platt Electric Supply  
Reese, Baffney,  
Schrag & Grossman 
Sturdevant, Audrey 
Stoneway Electric Supply  
Thompson & Kreitsberg   
Walla Walla Electric Inc  
Zalaznik, Debora L CPA,   

4 Star General    
By Arrangement 
Cascade Natural Gas Corp    
Coffey Communications, Inc 
Community Bank 
Derby, Dean & Shari  
Fraternal Order of Eagles  
Aerie & Aux.#26    
Green & Jackson Medical   
Les Schwab Tire Center  
Mahan, Loyd & Virginia  
Mike Harvey Plumbing Svc  
Nagle, Jim & Marilyn   
Northwest Collision Inc 
Small, Ted & Jerry   
St. Mary Medical Center   
Walla Walla Clinic  
 WW Harvest Foods 

3 Star Lt. General   
Bank of Whitman 
Baur, Joe 
Buley,  Linn  
CH2M Hill OMI, Inc 
Gary’s Paint Center 
Irwin, Jim & Shirley * 
Tompkins Appliance Service 
Total Office Concepts 
Paul Richardson Agency  
QualitySmith Inc 
Wasemiller Properties LLC  

2 Star Major General   
Bird, Steve * 
City Center Motel 
Collection Bureau 
Darrah’s Decorator Center 
Exchange Club of Walla Walla 
First Church of Christ, Scientist 
Frieson, John 
H & H Sports & Loan 
Hoffarth, Arnil & Virginia * 
Lynch, Patrick & Louise     
Richmond, Pat  
Snyder-Crecelius Paper Inc 
Software Planning  
Steppin Country  
VFW  Post #992  

1 Star Brigadier General   
AmericanWest Bank           
Associated Appraisers 
Atchison, Terry & Mary Pat  
Bowen, Francis-Claude  
Burkhart & Burkhart  LLC 
Cascade Natural Gas Corp 
Charter Communications  
City of Walla Walla  
Clancy's Transfer & Storage 
Clarette’s  Restaurant Inc 
Crown Paper & Janitorial  spy  
Cummins Athletic Supply, Inc 
Downtown Walla Walla Fdn   
Edwards, George M. "Jock"  

1 Star Brigadier General 
TV Towne Inc 
Utt, Thomas W.  DDS 
Tietan Dental Team 
The Clock Shop & Antique Co.  
Vargas & Associates, P.S 
Virtual In-House Counsel,   
Walla Walla Farmers Co-op 
Walla Walla Home Medical  
Walla Walla Kennel Club  
Walla Walla Recycling Inc  
WW Valley Chamber of Com 
WA State Pen Employees 
Winn, Doug & Jo  
World Wide Travel Service 
Wylie Monument Co 

 Patriot Sponsors 
Aichele Plumbing, Inc. 
Annabelle’s 
Barrett, James, Atty 
Baustian, Ed, Insurance 
Best Pest Control 
Blue Mountain Vision Clinic 
Bosley, Vern & Ellen * 
Christian Aid Center 
Colligan Insurance Agency 
Cox Jones Insurance Agency  
Cresci, Gordon & June  
Crossroads Steakhouse 
Dayl Graves Inc 
Dean Hoalst Jewelers 
Don Johnson Sales, Inc 
FOE Ladies Auxiliary  #26 
Fort Walla Walla Museum 
Franzmann, Paul 
Eastgate Lions Club 
Gillespie, Mike & Susan  
Hansen, Clark 
Harold Electric Co  
Herring Funeral Home Inc 

 Patriot Sponsors 
Hidden Treasures 
Huntley, Dan & Claudia 
Isaacs & Associates Inc 
Jamison, Bob & Mary  
Jantz, Jerry & Beverly 
K-Farms, Inc. 
Liening, Nate & Dixie  
Luzzo, Michael 
Makus, Jerry M  
McCauley, Dan & Cathy  
McClure, Dan & Sarah 
Maiuri, Richard & Christa  
Munns, Charlotte 
Neher, Dick & Marilyn  
Olmstead, Charles & Rebecca  
Onionworld.com LLC 
Peterson, Jim & Carol  
Potter, Gail & Shirley 
Quality Petroleum Products, Inc 
Radke, Robert Sr. * 
Rasch, Cynthia M.D. 
Roe, Tom & Evelyn * 
Savelesky, Melvin 
Schaefer Refrigeration 
Schreiner, Daryl & Connie 
Sharkey, Wm. Patrick D.M.D 
Shivill Construction  
The Purple Parasol Inc  
T-N-T Suds 
Tomlinson, Donald & Eleanor  
Torretta, Al & Dorothy 
Total Comfort Solutions LLC 
WW Downtown Lions Inc. 
WW Therapeutic Massage Ctr.   
WW Alliance for the Mentally Ill 
Walla Walla Wagon Wheelers  
Wesner, Dave & Penney 
Wild Rose Studio 
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AMVETS National Employer of the Year Award  
for private sector and government employers goes to the Washington State penitentiary in 

Walla Walla.  Nomination was made by Art Miller who is employed  at the penitentiary and is a 
member of AMVETS Post #1111. See pictures on page 8. 

 
Mission Statement of the Washington State Penitentiary Veterans Committee 

Providing recognition, support and encouragement to our military personnel and their fami-
lies who have defended our country both at home and on foreign soil. 

The Washington State Penitentiary Leadership in 2004 supported the development of the Veterans 
Committee.  Employees and leadership shared a commitment for an organized group to support ac-
tive guard and reserve staff members and their families. The committee also took on the task of 
identifying its’ staff members who have served in the Armed Forces of the United States. As of this 
date they have served 318 veterans. Each year on Veterans Day to show tribute of their service 
each employee veteran is provided a special lapel pin for in a show of appreciation for their service 
and their names and branch of service are publicized throughout the Penitentiary. 

In December of 2008 the committee with the support of the Penitentiary collected, packed and 
shipped 85 care packages that were sent to 20 WSP staff members serving in the combat zone 
overseas.  

In 2009 the Veterans committee processed and sent 65 care packages to their 12 deployed staff 
members. Wanting also to take care of their deployed staff families during the holiday seasons 
members of the Veterans Committee along “Santa” the Penitentiary Superintendent and Associate 
Superintendent visited the deployed staff families in their homes passing out gifts and taking photos 
to send to staff overseas. 

The Veterans Committee has also helped the families of deployed staff move, put in underground 
sprinklers, a new lawn and many other small projects. 

The committee has organized and coordinated with leadership five “Welcome Home” ceremonies for 
its’ returning Military members. From 2004 welcoming home staff members of the Washington Army 
and Air National Guard, Oregon Army National Guard, US Army Reserves and the United States 
Marine Corps. These ceremonies were filled with awards from elected dignitaries, personal and fam-
ily recognitions and a very special video.  

In recognition of their efforts the Penitentiary has received multiple recognitions from the Employer 
Support of the Guard and Reserve (ESGR) as follows; 

The “Above and Beyond Award” which is given in limited numbers by state and territory ESGR com-
mittees, 
The “Pro Patria Award” which is presented annually by each ESGR Committee to the one employer 
in the state or territory who has provided the most exceptional support of our national defense 
through leadership practices and personnel policies, and the “Patriot Award” for outstanding em-
ployer support of military members. 

Further members of the committee are supported in their efforts to provide one-on-one assistance 
through the services of the facility staff counselor. 

On May 14th 2009 the WSP was the first corrections facility in the State to dedicate and fly promi-
nently the POW flag.  The Leadership along with the Veterans Committee invited the Local AMVETS 
Post 1111 to help honor the dedication by having one of our post’s POW’s and Bataan Death March 
survivor present the flag.   
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Post #1111 Current Membership 102 
Annual Members 21 / Life 81 
Annual Dues: $34.00 per year  

  Life Member: $200.00 

To be eligible for membership, you must have served in the U.S. Armed Forces, including the Na-
tional Guard and Reserves, anytime after Sept. 15, 1940.  Additionally, unless still serving, your dis-

charge must  have been under honorable conditions. If you served as an American citizen in the 
armed forces of an allied nation, under honorable conditions, between Sept. 15, 1940 and May 8, 

1975, you are also eligible, as are wartime members of the Merchant Marine. Proof of eligibility can 
take the form of a DD-214, an honorable  discharge certificate or other appropriate document. 

February Birthdays 

  Happy Birthday to these Post members 

Mel “hole in one” Blue (see page 3) 

Eileen Bow 

Lyle Kindelspire 

Carl Nuthak 

August Radke (in Afghanistan) 

Howard Short 

Roy Smith 

Royse Tollman 

Kim Van Klinken 

John Waterbrook       

February   
8 Boy Scouts of America Founded 1910 
12 Lincoln’s Birthday  
14 Valentine’s Day 
16 AMVETS Meeting—Spaghetti Dinner - 
Scouts  
21 President’s Day (Downtown Flags) 
22 Washington's Birthday  

March   
12 Girl Scouts of USA Founded 1912 
14 Daylight Savings Time 
16 AMVETS Meeting—Pot luck dinner 6 pm 
17 St Patrick’s Day 
 20 First Day of Spring 

Calendar for 2011 

April   

1 AMVETS Because We Care Day  @ 
VAMCS  
 20 AMVETS Meeting—Pot luck dinner 6 pm  
24 Easter 

May   
 8  Mother’s Day   
15 Armed Forces Day  (Downtown Flags) 
18 AMVETS Meeting—Pot luck dinner 6 pm  
31 Memorial Day   (Downtown Flags) 

June  
14  Flag Day (Downtown Flags) 
15 AMVETS Meeting  - Pot Luck 6 PM   
19 Fathers Day  
22 First Day of Summer 

 

Downtown Flags will fly on the these Holidays   
 

February 21 - Presidents Day    
May 15 - Armed Forces Day  

May 31 - Memorial Day 

 
 Membership Meeting  February 16, 2011 

 
Spaghetti Dinner  6:00 PM 
Honor Boy Scouts 7:00 PM 

(no meeting ) 
Golden West Estates Community room 

1425 Jasper St  
Walla Walla WA      
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Post Commander, Steve Bird, presents the 2009 
National State Government Agency Employee of 
the Year Award to Mr. Steve Sinclair, Superinten-
dent at the Washington State Penitentiary in Walla 
Walla.  

 

Art Miller nominated his employer for 
AMVETS Employer of the Year Award. 


