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	The Jonathan M. Wainwright Memorial Improvement Project

To honor the sacrifices and contributions of all our nation's veterans

It was April 9, 1942 early in World War II and in the Philippines a battle between US and enemy forces was raging to an end with the fall of the Bataan Peninsula.  Given authorization by President Roosevelt to continue the fight or make terms as he saw fit and despite the urgings of some that he leave, Lt General Jonathan Mayhew Wainwright, then Commander of US Army Forces in the Far East, chose to continue the battle from Corregidor, a strategic island in Manila bay known as “the Rock”. 

"I have been one of the battling bastards of Bataan and I’ll play the same role on the rock as long as it is humanly possible. I have been with my men from the start, and if captured I will share their lot.  We have been through so much together that my conscience would not let me leave before the final curtain."

For the next month Wainwright and 11,000 survivors held on in the tunnels beneath the rock deprived of food, sleep or hope of relief. 

On May 5th 1942 the written words of the Wainwright to General MacArthur described the situation "As I write this we are being subjected to terrific air and artillery bombardment and it is unreasonable to expect that we can hold out for long. We have done our best, both here and on Bataan, and although we are beaten we are still unashamed."  
By the end of the following day Wainwright and his men were prisoners of war and Wainwright spent the next three years in Japanese prison camps in the Philippines, China and Formosa (Taiwan). 

Your help is needed!

To honor the sacrifices and contributions of these men and all our nation's veterans a statue of General Wainwright was dedicated November 11, 1996 on the parade grounds of the VA Medical Center, originally Fort Walla Walla and the place of his birth. To pay further tribute to the General and to all veterans it was with great civic, personal, and patriotic pride that the VA Medical Center was officially renamed the Jonathan M Wainwright Memorial Veterans Affairs Medical Center.
The Wainwright Memorial needs your help!

AMVETS Post 1111 is asking you for donations to refurbish the existing statue of General Wainwright by local artist/sculptor, Roger McGee, replace the existing flag pole with a newer and taller pole at the center of the memorial, reset existing memorial bricks and clean the inset honorary plaques and add new seating and flag stations for each of service of the Armed Forces.

Roger McGee himself has agreed to personally oversee the refurbishing of the statue at T. Hunter Bronze, a local foundry owned by Trevor Hunter and Opp & Seibold will be the general contractor.  

The project timeline will be divided into phases with dedication ceremonies planned for each phase to coincide with significant dates for our Nations Veterans.

Phase One will include refurbishing of the Statue, the removal and resetting of existing memorial bricks and cleaning of the honorary plaques and removal of the existing flag pole followed by installation of a new 80 foot internal lanyard flag pole!  A fitting tribute to our Nation and the towering commitment of Veterans everywhere

Phase Two will include increasing the diameter of the memorial to include seating and flag stations for each of the Armed Forces, complete landscaping, Memorial lighting, and other designs features 

Thank you for your attention to this matter.  We trust you will find our fundraising project worthwhile. 

Donations can be made to AMVETS Wainwright Memorial PO Box 2535 Walla Walla, WA 99362 



